
BRAINERD HIGH SCHOOL 
Curriculum Map 

 
Name:  Ellen D. Lee          Course: AP US History        Date: Aug 9, 2007   
Pre-Assessment:   sample AP History test               
Mid-Term Assessment:   nine weeks test              
Final Assessment:   semester test              
 

 
Month 

 
Content 

Essential 
Question(s) 

 
Standards (SPI’s) 

 
Literacy Focus 

 
Assessment 

 
Aug 

 
 
 
 

Exploration and 

Settlement of the New 

World 

• Exploration 

• Settlement and 

colonization 

• Cultural interactions 

• Results of 

colonization 

Political implications of 

colonization 

Who explored the 
new world? 
 
Why did they 
explore the new 
world? 
 
What were the 
political and 
cultural results of 
contact? 

This information 

does not address 

TN standards 

because state 

standards start 

with 

Reconstruction 

(1877).  This 

does, however, 

meet AP 

standards. 

Students in this AP 
class are doing lots 
of textbook and 
primary source 
reading.  They are 
writing essays at 
least once every two 
weeks.  This is true 
for every month. 

□ Project/Presentation 
□ Teacher Observation 
□ Show and Tell 
□ Self-Assessment 
□ Test/Quiz x 
□ Other____discussions, essays_ 

 
Sept 

 
 
 
 

Independence and the 

Constitution 

• Events leading 

up to the 

Revolutionary 

War 

• Revolutionary 

War 

• Constitutional 

Convention 

• Constitution 

     Movement West (18
th
  

          Century West) 

• Louisiana 

Purchase 

Why did the 
American colonies 
seek 
independence? 
 
What are the major 
events and results 
of the 
Revolutionary 
War? 
 
What is the 
Constitution and 
how was it written? 
 
Why is the US 
Constitution 
special? 

This section 

addresses two 

standards:  

Standard 3.0- 

Recognize the 

areas affected by 

westward 

expansion of the 

United States 

 

Standard 5.0- 

Identify the 

events and impact 

of the westward 

movement and 

 □ Project/Presentation 
□ Teacher Observation 
□ Show and Tell 
□ Self-Assessment 
□ Test/Quiz   x 
□ Other__discussions, essays__ 



     Elections 

     Indian Relations 

• Land Cessions 

Indian Removal 

 
Why and how did 
the US move 
West? 
 
How did the 
American 
government and 
Americans react to 
the Native 
Americans in the 
move West? 

the Indian Wars 

 
Oct 

 
 

 
 

Transportation 

• railroads 

Growth of Cities 

Westward Expansion 

• Trails 

• Texas 

Mexican War 

Lead up to Civil War 

• Spread of 

slavery 

• King Cotton 

• Compromise of 

1850 

• Kansas/Nebraska 

Act 

• Election of 1860 

     Civil War 

• Battles 

• Generals 

Important events 

Why did railroads 
develop and what 
was their impact? 
 
Why and how did 
cities grow in the 
United States? 
 
How did 
Americans move 
West? 
 
What were the 
results of moving 
West? 
 
Why did the Civil 
War happen? 
 
What were the 
major events and 
people of the Civil 
War and what 
were the major 
results? 

Standard 2.0- 

Investigate how 

the modernization 

of agriculture and 

capitalist 

industrial 

development 

affected the 

economy of the 

US. 

 

Standard 3.0- 

Recognize the 

geographic areas 

in which 

industrialism 

occurred. 

 

Recognize the 

areas affected by 

westward 

expansion of the 

United States. 

 

Standard 4.0- 

 □ Project/Presentation 
□ Teacher Observation 
□ Show and Tell 
□ Self-Assessment 
□ Test/Quiz   x 
□ Other    discussions and 

essays_ 



Understand the 

effects of the 

Civil War and 

Reconstruction on 

the United States 

politics. 

 

Understand the 

political issues 

and problems that 

affected the 

United States 

during the last 

half of the 

nineteenth 

century. 

 

Standard 5.0 

Investigate the 

dynamics of the 

post-

Reconstruction 

era and the people 

and events that 

influenced the 

country. 

 

Identify the 

events and impact 

of the westward 

movement and 

the Indian Wars. 

 

Standard 1.0 

Understand how 

industrial 



development 

affected the 

United States 

culture. 
 

Nov 
 
 
 
 

     Reconstruction 

     Railroads and 

           Transportation in  

            the South 

     Immigration 

     Development of the 

            West 

• Railroads 

• Indian Land 

Cessions 

 
 

What was 
Reconstruction 
and what was its 
impact on the US? 
 
Why and how did 
railroads and 
improved 
transportation 
develop in the 
South? 
 
Why did people 
immigrate to the 
US and what were 
the results of this 
immigration? 
 
How did the West 
develop and what 
were the results of 
this development? 
 
 

Standard 2.0- 

Investigate how 

the modernization 

of agriculture and 

capitalist 

industrial 

development 

affected the 

economy of the 

US. 

 

Standard 3.0- 

Recognize the 

geographic areas 

in which 

industrialism 

occurred. 

 

Recognize the 

areas affected by 

westward 

expansion of the 

United States. 

 

Standard 4.0- 

Understand the 

effects of the 

Civil War and 

Reconstruction on 

the United States 

politics. 

 

 □ Project/Presentation 
□ Teacher Observation 
□ Show and Tell 
□ Self-Assessment 
□ Test/Quiz   x 
□ Other___discussions, essay _ 



Understand the 

political issues 

and problems that 

affected the 

United States 

during the last 

half of the 

nineteenth 

century. 

 

Standard 5.0 

Investigate the 

dynamics of the 

post-

Reconstruction 

era and the people 

and events that 

influenced the 

country. 

 

Identify the 

events and impact 

of the westward 

movement and 

the Indian Wars. 

 

Standard 1.0 

Understand how 

industrial 

development 

affected the 

United States 

culture. 

 

Understand how 

the influx of 



immigrants after 

1850 affected 

United States 

culture. 

 

Standard 6.0 

Appreciate the 

diversity of 

various cultures 

and their 

influences on the 

United States. 

 

Investigate the 

effect of big 

business upon the 

lives of farmers 

and wage earners. 
 

Dec 
 
 
 
 

 

• Economic 

development of 

the West 

• Agricultural 

Land Use in the 

West 

      Politics and 

Movements  

            Of the Late 19
th

  

            Century 

• Two-party 

stalemate 

• Woman 

suffrage 

• National parks 

      US Expansion and  

            Imperialism  

How did the West 
develop and what 
were the results of 
this development? 
 
How was the 
political landscape 
of the US different 
in the late 19th 
Century than it 
was previously? 
 
Why did women 
want suffrage and 
what methods did 
they use to seek 
it? 
 
Why did the US 
participate in 
imperialism?   

Standard 2.0- 

Investigate how 

the modernization 

of agriculture and 

capitalist 

industrial 

development 

affected the 

economy of the 

US. 

 

Standard 3.0- 

Recognize the 

geographic areas 

in which 

industrialism 

occurred. 

 

 □ Project/Presentation 
□ Teacher Observation 
□ Show and Tell 
□ Self-Assessment 
□ Test/Quiz   x 
□ Other___discussions, essays_ 



• Expansion in 

the Pacific 

• Spanish-

American War 

• Expansion in 

the Caribbean 
 
 

 
What methods of 
imperialism did the 
US use? 
 
What were the 
results of 
American 
imperialism? 

Recognize the 

areas affected by 

westward 

expansion of the 

United States. 

 

Standard 4.0 

Understand the 

political issues 

and problems that 

affected the 

United States 

during the last 

half of the 

nineteenth 

century. 

 

Standard 5.0  

Identify the 

events and impact 

of the westward 

movement and 

the Indian Wars. 

 

Standard 1.0 

Understand how 

industrial 

development 

affected the 

United States 

culture. 

 

Understand how 

the influx of 

immigrants after 

1850 affected 



United States 

culture. 

 

Standard 6.0 

Appreciate the 

diversity of 

various cultures 

and their 

influences on the 

United States. 

 

Investigate the 

effect of big 

business upon the 

lives of farmers 

and wage earners. 

 

Era 7 SPIs: 

Standard 1.0 

Understand social 

tensions and their 

consequences 

after the turn of 

the century. 

 

Standard 3.0 

Understand the 

geographic scope 

of American 

imperialism. 
 

 
 


